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Sandra is a registered Patent Attorney with more than 10 years experience in the patents field.
She is a partner at IP specialist law firm Spoor & Fisher, where she heads up the Life
Sciences/Biotech department, the largest patents department of its kind in Africa. Sandra has
BSc(Hons) and LLB degrees from the University of KwaZulu Natal and was only the fifth women in
South Africa to qualify as a Patent Attorney. She is also a member of the Patent Examinations
Board.

Her fields of practice include drafting and prosecuting local and international patent applications in
the biotech, life sciences and pharmaceuticals fields; filing Plant Breeders’ Rights applications; and
advising clients on relevant legislation, including the Biodiversity Act. Sandra’s local clients include
some of South Africa’s largest pharmaceutical and biotech companies, universities and research

organizations, many of whom are engaged in bioprospecting in one form or another.
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