Many biotechnology based inventions with great potential for mankind are now
being developed.

Meet Sandra Clelland,
Patent Attorney and
partner at Spoor & Fisher
in Johannesburg
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with the scientist (inventor), for example on 1enpd

how his HIV/Aids vaccine works, so that she

can understand the invention. She then
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and if the inventor has enough money, she
may also do a local or international patent
search to make sure that the idea has not
been used before and is not obvious.
Sandra also manages the patent application procedure worldwide, as a patent
needs to be filed in every country where the inventor wants protection for his
invention. In some cases, protecting a patent also involves preparing a court
case for a patent owner who wants to take legal action against a patent
“infringer”, in which case a lawyer will be hired to work with Sandra.

What do | need to bhe a patent attorney?

Characteristics: Meticulous, ability to work under pressure, sound
communications skills

Important school subjects: Biology, Mathematics, Physical Science, English
Relevant training and qualification: BSc — Natural Sciences/Biotechnology/
Microbiology/Chemical, Molecular & Cellular Sciences/Biochemistry/
Biological Sciences, or similar combined with a law degree, such as an LLB

Where can | get a job as a Patent Attorney?
Major patent law firms with a biotechnology department, universities,

biotechnology investment and funding organisations, biotechnology
incubators, large pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies

M science and technology

Department:
Science and Technology
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA




