Agriculture (growing crops and keeping animals for food) 18 an important part
of the South African economy. However, the herds ol cattle. sheep, goats and
horses are constantly under attack from diseases. These are caused by patho-
gens (disease causing micro-organisms) such as viruses, which infect animals,
causing them to die or to spread the disease, which loses a lot of money,

Meet Theresa Smit,

Virology Research and Development Manager
at Onderstepoort Biological Products in Pretoria
BSc (Laboratory Medicine),

BSc Hons (Influenza),

MSc (Simian Immunodeficiency Virus (SIV),
PhD (HIV/Aids)
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‘Onderstepoort Biological Products.
(OBF) makes millions of dases of vac-
cines per year that can be used to
‘keep horses, cattle and sheep, healthy,
Theresa ensures that the vaccines
'made are of the highest quality.

What do I need to be a
veterinary virologist?

Characteristics: Versatility, analytical
mind, good at problem solving
Important school subjects:

Biology, Mathematics, Physical Science
Qualifications: '

B Tech — Veterinary Technology: BVSc;
BSc - Velerinary Biology/Virology/
Microbiology/Molecular Biology or
similar, BSc (Hons)

Note: You need an MSc or PhD
(Research) or MMedVet or DVSc for
higher positions in lecturing, research
and management of laboratories or
departments

Where can | get a job as a
veterinary virologist?

Animal disease diagnostic laboratories,

pathology laboratories, universities,
agricultural research organisations, private animal vaccine producers such as
Onderstepoort Biological Products

Related careers:

Laboratory Veterinarian, Veterinary Bacteriologist, Veterinary Pathologist,
Veterinary Laboratory Technician, Vaccine Production Technologist,
Immunologist



